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OFFICERS 
President: Laura Martin, Dept. of Library Science, 

University of Kentucky, Lexington, Ky. 

Vice-President: | Mary Lee Keath, Board of Education, 

414 14th St., Denver, Colo. 
Treasurer: Mrs. Lucile Raley, 

School District, Waco, Texas. 
Secretary: Jean Lowrie, Campus School, Western Mich- 

igan College, Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Board of Directors 
Mrs. Margaret Walraven, N.R. Crozier Tech. High School, 

Dallas, Texas (Past Pres.) 

Fannie Schmitt, State Dept. of Education, Montgomery, 

Ala. (1952) 

Beatrice Paddock, East High School, Wichita, Kansas 

(1953) 

Louise Meredith, State Dept. of Education, Nashville, 

Tenn, (1954) 

ALA Councilors 
Wilma Bennett, Covina High School, Covina, California. 

(1952) 

Elenora Alexander, Public Schools, 1500 Louisiana St., 

Houston, Tex, (1953) 

Louise Galloway, State Dept. of Education, Frankfort, Ky. 

(1953) 

Helen Lewis, Supv. of School Libraries, Pubiic Library, 

Cleveland, O. (1953) 

Mrs. Dilla MacBean, Board of Education, 228 N. LaSalle 

St., Chicago, Ill. (1953) 

Mary Lee Keath, Board of Education, 414 14th St., 

Denver, Colorado (1954) 

Dora Leavitt, Cleveland Jr.-Sr. High School, Seattle, Wash. 

(1954) 

Edward T. Schofield, Board of Education, 31 Green St., 

Newark 2, N.J. (1954) 

Hazelle Anderson, Oak Park Public Schools, Oak Park, Ill. 

(1955) 

Ellinor Preston, Public Schools, 407 N. 12th St., Richmond 

19, Va. (1955) 

Mary C. Ridings, High School, Wilmington, Delaware 

(1955) 

Failure to include names of officers in the September 
newsletter was an omission which proved increasingly mor- 
tifying as your temporary editor received letters forwarded 
from ALA headquarters and from elsewhere, written by 
puzzled correspondents who wanted to send notes of meet- 
ings ahead, comments and suggestions. She has no explana- 
tion to offer, only an apology for her negligence. 


Waco 


Independent 





R. R. Bowker will publish early in 1952 Part I of their 
American School Library Directory, covering 12 Southern 
States, where, according to the publisher’s announcement, 
“srowth in the school library field has been most marked in 
recent years.’ Continuing to quote the announcement, “This 
companion to the American Library Directory will attempt 
to list existing U. S. school libraries, both public and private, 
both elementary and secondary. The arrangement will be by 
state, city and county.” Price of the entire set has not been 
decided, but volume one will sell for 15 dollars, net. 





NEW EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 

The school librarians of Jefferson County, Alabama, are 
assuming direction of the AASL newsletter, under the chair- 
manship of Miss Sybil Baird. Materials and suggestions for 
the newsletter should henceforth be sent directly to her at 
the Jefferson County Board of Education, +00 Courthouse, 
Birmingham. Date for the next newsletter cannot be an- 
nounced at this time, but at least one, and we hope, two, 
issues will appear this spring. Five AASL members from 
other parts of the country will be asked to work with the 
Birmingham committee, not only in contributing local items, 
but in formulating permanent policies as to content and 
format. The committee will also reexamine last year’s re- 
port of the Publications Committee, which obtained 
opinions of a number of AASL members about the kind 
of official bulletin desired by the membership. 

SUBSIDY GRANTED! 

The following statement written by Mr. Clift appeared 
in the December ALA Bulletin; background appears in the 
AASL newsletter of September 1951. 

“The Executive Board voted to give to the American 
Association of School Librarians the grant of $12,000, first 
made in July, 1951, and then withheld pending clarification 
of certain questions brought about by AASL’s dismissal of 
its Acting Executive Secretary. The July grant of $12,000 
for a two-year membership campaign was made with this 
provision, “subject to the tenure protection of Miss 
Batchelder.’”’ Miss Batchelder resigned after receiving six 
months’ notice from AASL. (See 4LAd Bulletin, October, 
1951, p. 309) The Executive Board of the ALA, in its July 
action, assigned the tenure responsibility to AASL. AASL’s 
action in dismissing its secretary was not, in the opinion of 
ALA’s Board on Personnel Administration and the present 
Executive Secretary ef the ALA, a valid discharge of that 
responsibility. 

The Executive Board session of October 26 on this sub- 
ject was attended by Miss Laura K. Martin, President of 
AASL and Miss Frances Henne, a past Chairman of AASL 
and a member of its Executive Board until last July. These 
representatives of AASL informed the Executive Board that 
they and the AASL Board members had understood from 
the former Executive Secretary that a six months’ notice to 
Miss Batchelder and assistance in finding another position 
would properly meet the tenure provision. They further 
stated the belief that the membership promotion program 
could be carried out successfully and harmoniously. The... 
Executive Board of the ALA, in making the grant tollowing 
this review, acted on the presumption that the officers of the 
AASL had acted in good faith. The tenure responsibility 
reverts to ALA and the ALA Executive Board in July took 
immediate action to meet that responsibility.” 

It will probably be a mistake for AASL members to think 
of this subsidy solely in terms of a grant to make possible 
intensive work toward procuring more members. It is true 
that all of us must exert every effort to further the plans 
made by the membeship committee, but it is just as true 
that every activity of AASL must be directed toward making 
our association’s services so valuable that the membership 
committee will have little difficulty in persuading school 
librarians that they can’t afford to stay out. Our present 
membership is 3125. 








That involves friendliness to new members at meetings, 
support and participation in committee activities (such as 
notifying Miss Schmitt about professional meetings, Miss 
Anderson about elementary libraries being established, or 
Miss Williams about good officer material) and notes to 
the editor of the newsletter about topics and projects which 
should be discussed. 


On the officers rests the responsibility to plan construc- 
tively and to work steadily toward the provision of services 
needed by school librarians and not performed by other 
organizations. Immediate task before the Board is the selec- 
tion of an Executive Secretary. Names submitted by 
members are being carefully gone over, and we are hopeful 
that the new secretary can be announced at midwinter. 


In the meantime, we have been fortunate in obtaining as 
our interim Executive Secretary, Mrs. Wheeler Simmons, a 
former city school library supervisor. Mrs. Simmons has 
been at headquarters on a two-fifths time basis since early 
in November, and we are indebted to her tor managing the 
AASL office with efficiency and graciousness. 


FROM GRASS ROOTS 
AND METROPOLIS THEY COME 
Mary Isabelle Wood, Region Il’ Membership Chairman 


Librarian Tudor Hall School, Indianapolis, Indiana. 


Our reasons for spending money are like games of chance. 
We buy stocks and bonds, tickets to the cinema, Hadacol 
and face emulsions. We take a chance with each, we play 
a game of self-improvement. 


Why not write one check that offers no element of 
chance? Your membership in ALA-AASL assures you of a 
100% return on your investment, Administrators and fac- 
ulty soon spot the professionally alert person. Even more 
keenly do students sense that you are on-your-toes, for they 
benefit most from your alertness. Professional publications 
sponsored by ALA are the life blood of your organization. 
Your 4Ld Bulletin and AASL Newsletter are the business 
organs necessary for understanding our framework, realizing 
our goals and meeting our leaders. National conventions, as 
well as regional, state and local meetings are the spice that 
adds punch to each day’s work. To make your job a game 
well worth playing give yourself the luxury of a broad 
national membership. 


To retain and expand membership requires teamwork. In 
Region IV we believe the regional chairman, state chairmen, 
and all district captains should at all times have a threefold 
picture in mind: 


1. Total membership (new, renewals, non-renewals, and 
potential members ) 


~ 


2. State membership spread (counties with and without 
members ) 
3. The effectiveness of each district captain 

The work of ‘membership getting” needs to be divided. 
The regional chairman sets up a proposed plan of procedure. 
The duties of the state chairman are: 

1. Obtain from State Departments of Education school 
directories which list school librarians and_teacher- 
librarians. Still another source for personnel is the 
school library supervisor. 


i) 


Divide states into districts. This plan may or may not 
follow educational districts. Try to keep district cap- 
tains’ ‘‘work-load’’ even. Experience proves that too 
many districts are ineffective. 


3. Select for district captains persons who are “spark- 
plugs”, persons who possess enthusiasm and imagina- 
tion, persons who can find the time to campaign 
vigorously. Send to each a list of the school librarians 
and teacher-librarians in her district. Route to your 
captain changes of personnel and addresses. Drop 
a friendly card to each captain monthly. Keep a close, 
constant check on each one. They will work better 
if you do! 


4+. Make a state-wide campaign once or twice yearly. 
Contact your school library supervisor to see if she 
plans fall and spring mailing. Maybe she will include 
this packet for you: 
a. The leaflet YOU and AASL 
b. Membership blanks for ALA (green) and 
AASL (pink #5) 
c. A factual, peppy, inspirational form letter 
about AASL 


d. A state map showing the spread of membership. 


Ar 


In January, 1952, after receiving final membership 
cards, study your gains and losses. Profit by them. 


6. Other sources for membership are public librarians 
giving services to the schools; college students in 
library science classes and the college personnel teach- 
ing such classes. Also tap the trade side of the picture: 
editors of childrens’ departments of publishing houses, 
book store dealers and binderies. 


“I 


A major source for campaigning is state library pub- 
lications, such as News Letters. Never miss getting a 
promotion article in each issue. 


8. Make the most of personal contacts at state educa- 
tional as well as library meetings. Ask the president 
of the concerned group if you may make a short report 
and have space for taking dues. 


9. Work closely with the membership chairman of your 
state school library organization. Likely you can pool 
membership lists, and share campaign effort and mail- 
ing expense. ALA-AASL progress in any state partly 
rests upon the state school library association. 


How much of the above falls on the state chairman? She 
shares all of it but delegates as much as she deems wise. 


For whom does the ALA-AASL bell toll? It tolls for all 
who listen. How clear is the ring? Clear indeed, clearly 
heard from Beauty, Kentucky (population 425) to mighty 
New York, from windy Chicago to bustling Houston. Daily 
we recognize that our boys and girls need and deserve better 
instruction and better libraries. Membership with a 100% 
return can be yours, for members come from the grass roots 
and the metropolis. 





The following note about institutional memberships for 
school libraries will we hope, serve as a reminder to school li- 
brarians to contact their administrators about the possibility 
of this kind of membership for their school. During this 
period of AASL organization, these memberships would be a 
fine gesture of support by districts actively interested in pro- 
moting school libraries: 


To determine the amount of institutional dues to be paid 
by School libraries or library divisions of public schools, the 
income of the school library should be considered as the total 
amount of the salary of the librarian (or librarians) and the 
fund for books, magazines, bindery and furniture received 
during the previous fiscal year. 
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AASL COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
Audio-Visual 
Mr. Ira J. Peskind, Assistant Librarian Wright Junior 
College, Chicago, Illinois 
Budget 
Mrs. Lucile Raley, Director of School Libraries 
Waco, Texas 
Duties and Qualifications of the Executive Secretaryship 
Sue Hefley, Director of Materials Center 
Webster Parish, Minden, La. 
Elementary School Libraries 
Hazelle Anderson, Consultant in Elementary 
School Libraries, Oak Park, III. 
Vice-chairman: Lois Fannin, Assistant Supervisor, 
Library Service, Long Beach Public Schools, 
715 Locust Ave., Long Beach, Calif. 
Magazine Evaluation Committee 
Doris Cole, Massena Public Schools, Massena, New York 
Membership 
Margaret Turk, Librarian 
Wiley High School, Terre Haute, Indiana 
New York Conference Arrangements 
Dorothea Godfree, Librarian 
Junior High School, Port Washington, N. Y. 
Newsletter 
Miss Sybil Baird, School Library Supervisor 
Jefferson County Board of Education, Birmingham, Ala. 
Nominating 
Miss Elizabeth O. Williams, Acting Head Supervisor, 
Library and Textbook Section Los Angeles City Board of 
Education, 1205 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles 15, Calif. 
Planning School Library Quarters 
Miss Mate Graye Hunt, Assistant Director 
Department of Librarianship, Western Michigan 
College of Education, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Professional Relations 
Fannie Schmitt, School Library Consultant 
State Dept. of Education, Montgomery, Ala. 
Publications 
Dorothy Schumacher, Librarian 
Lane Technical High School, Chicago, III. 
Statistics 
Mary Louise Mann, Librarian 
Arsenal Technical High School, Indianapolis, Indiana 
Technical Processes 
Mrs. Effie LaPlante, Supervisor 
Cataloging Section 
Division of Libraries, Board of Education 
228 N. LaSalle St., Chicago, Illinois 
JOINT AASL COMMITTEES 
AASL Subcommittee on Standards of the 
Board of Education for Librarianship 
Mrs. Frances Lander Spain, Appointed, 
replaced by Mrs, Florinell Morton 
International School Library Activities 
Joint with Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People 
Miss Jean Lowrie, Campus School 
Western Michigan College, Kalamazoo, Mich. 
NEA-ALA 
Mrs. Sara Krentzman Srygley, Assistant Professor 
School of Library Service, Florida 
State College, Tallahassee, Florida 
Recordings-(Joint with Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young People) 
Josephine Smith 
Fordson High School, Dearborn, Mich. 


AASL REPRESENTATIVES ON: 

Joint Committee on Library Work as a Career 
Geneva Travers, University School 

Kent State University, Kent, Ohio 

Publishers Liaison Committee 

(Mrs.) Katherine Kingston Zecher, 92 Champion St., 
Carthage, New York 

Miss Dorothea Godfree, Port Washington 

Junior High School, Port Washington, N. Y. 
Medals Committee Joint with CLA: 

Ida Gould, Librarian, 

Olean High School, Olean, New York 

Mrs, Mabel Sacra, Librarian, 

Mann Jr. High School, Denver, Colorado 

Ella Warren, Librarian, Henry B. Mauley 

Junior High School, Louisville, Ky. 


- Josephine Dillon, Librarian 


Hazeldell School Branch Public Library, Cleveland, Ohio 
Miss Evelyn Hill, Mark Twain 
Elementary School, Long Beach, California 
ALA Acquisitions Committee 
Miss Virginia Drewry, Director 
State Cataloging Service, State 
Dept. of Education, 92 Mitchell St. SW, Atlanta, Ga. 
New York Conference Committee 
Members of the committee making arrangements for 
AASL meetings during the New York conference have been 
most enthusiastic, and are planning programs you won’t want 
to miss. The Chairman plans to attend the midwinter meet- 
ing, so suggestions may be made to her at that time, or at 
anytime, by letter. Here are the members: 
Dorothea I. Godfree, chairman 
Port Washington Junior High School 
Kathryn Wilkins . 
Great Neck Junior High School 
Georgiana Maar 
Garden City Elementary School 
Christine Gilbert 
Superintendent’s Office Manhasset 
Ruth Peters ; 
Munsey Park Elementary School Manhasset 
Marion Hoch 
Senior High School Manhasset 
Ethel Close 
Senior High School Baldwin 
Doris Close 
Elmont Elementary School 
Hazel K. Bailey 
Elementary School Great Neck 
Evelyn Mertz 
Floral Park Senior High School 
Mary Emma Fraser 
Senior High School Rockville Centre 
Marjorie Austin 
Elementary School Lynnhurst 
Jean Crabtree 
Senior High School Garden City 
Ann Louchs 
Junior High School Albany 
Rachel DeAngelo 
Yonkers 
Grace Shakin 
Elementary School Great Neck 
Julia Sage 
Elementary School Great Neck 








MIDWINTER MEETINGS 


General AASL meetings at the midwinter conference are 
scheduled for January 31, February first, and second. Thurs- 
day morning at nine-thirty will be the first business session, 
and Friday afternoon at two, the second. A reception will 
follow the Friday afternoon session. 

Saturday morning at ten will be the one program session, 
at which Dr. Harold Hand, Professor of Education at the 
University of Illinois, will speak. Dr. Hand was formerly 
Professor of Educational Sociology at Stanford University, 
and at the University of Maryland. His service in World 
War II took him to far corners of the world. Since coming 
to the University of Illinois, he has served on the NEA’s 
Commission on National Defense, and has directed many of 
the basic studies for the Illinois Secondary School Cur- 
riculum Program. 

Title of his lecture will be An Educational Imperative for 
National Security. Miss Alice Lohrer, Assistant Professor 
of Library Science at the University of Illinois, will serve 
as discussion leader following Dr, Hand’s address. 

An open Board meeting, to which AASL councillors to 
ALA and committee chairmen, are invited, will be held 
Thursday evening at seven. 

Thursday afternoon is being reserved for committee meet- 
ings. So that these will not overlap, it is suggested that com- 
mittee chairmen arrange early with their members for meet- 
ings, so that people needing to attend more than one can 
arrange their time accordingly. A room was scheduled only 
for the membership committee, as we have presumed that 
smaller meetings would be held in members’ rooms. The 
President and President-elect would like to attend as many 
of these meetings as possible, and will arrange with chair- 
men to be at part of each meeting to which they are invited. 

A reception is being substituted for a luncheon because 
many members believe that, with an active hostess committee, 
new members can meet more people moving about the room 
than sitting at one table. Tickets will have to be almost two 
dollars, but it is still cheaper than a luncheon and we believe 
it worth trying. 

Since the discussion of duties of our new Executive Sec- 
retary (whether or not the person has been appointed by 
that time) and of our publication, will take time, we will 
have the roll call of state assembly members, but will not 
ask for reports of work in their states—that is, the member 
will reply only with her name. The exchange of information 
in this roll call has been an anticipated feature of our meet- 
ings but it is also time-consuming, The suggestion has been 
made that we schedule a dinner for state assembly members 
at the midwinter or the summer conference, at which these 
reports of activities might be discussed in some detail, as 
they cannot be in our business meetings. 

Reactions to this proposal will be welcomed. 


AASL FINANCES 


An ettort will be made to provide a complete picture of 
AASL’S financial status at the midwinter meeting. This has 
so far been impossible, due to the transfer of AASL books to 
the Finance office at headquarters, with consequent com- 
plete auditing, and, even more time-consuming, setting up 
our books in uniform order with that used by other divisions 
and departments. Mr. Weins reported our books in good 
order when they were turned over to him, but rearrangement 
of fiscal years used, as well as of items necessary, has taken 
time. During the fall months, the Association has operated on 
the money provided by the new allotment formula—which 
amounts to roughly, sixty percent of members’ dues paid to 
the Division for its own expenses. The AASL President has 
requested that the subsidy money be made available as soon 


as the new full-time Executive Secretary begins work. There 
seems little reason for using it earlier, 

The figure of twenty dollars per month which the finance 
office set as the cost of taking care of AASL bills is subject 
to revision, but permanent arrangements can hardly be made 
until a permanent payroll for our Division is established at 
headquarters. We shall probably pay considerably less than 
twenty dollars per month for the financial services we have 


had this fall. 


RECENT PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE 


ELEMENTARY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES TODAY. Thirtieth Year- 
book of The Department of Elementary School Principals NEA, 
1951, $3. 

Reviewed by: 

Arline Young and Louise Galloway 

Primary Supervisor Supervisor of School Libraries 

City Schools Kentucky State Department of 

Covington, Kentucky Education 


Recognition of the need for elementary libraries and an 
effort to encourage their development is not new with the 
Department of Elementary Principals. Their Twelfth Year- 
book concerned the same subject. Within the span of years 
since that publication appeared, most of the organization of 
the library programs reported in the Thirtieth Yearbook, 
seem to have developed. 

From some source has come such interest and inspiration 
that this new Yearbook recounts noteworthy activities that 
are taking place throughout the country. The fact that the 
articles chosen for inclusion were contributed by persons 
located from coast to coast, as well as from north to south, 
indicates that movement towards centralized elementary 
libraries is nation-wide, The fact that almost every educa- 
tional level, interest, and point of view are represented by 
the sixty-four contributors is evidence that participation in 
this movement is widespread. 

Educators who have not yet ventured in the establishment 
of library services for the children in their schools might 
well use this book as a means of acquainting themselves with 
some of the possibilities inherent in their own situations. All 
of the generally accepted essentials of an effective program of 
library service are included in the fifty-one articles. They are 
grouped in sections; each treating one facet basic to the 
provision of a well-rounded library. The experiences given 
show how interest has been aroused, small beginnings made, 
and quarters provided. Ways in which cooperation resulted in 
collections of well selected books and other materials being 
organized for use, and the library staffed for service are 
graphically told. Whether a school or school system has 
already set up a program or is only contemplating one, 
there are challenging ideas in the stories of how the cur- 
ricular offerings have been extended and enriched in the 
situations described, and in the forward looks they have 
taken of future changes which they will make to keep pace 
with an ever changing school program ‘in this rapidly 
changing world. 

After the reviewers had read and discussed their reactions 
to the Yearbook they found that they shared certain general 
impressions of the volume as a whole. It seems to us that 
those who would have this work serve them in any way 
should read the book in its entirety. This is because of the 
Editor's note: 


In 1948, Miss Young served as a member of a statewide com- 
mittee which prepared standards for elementary school libraries. In 
1949, Miss Young and eight elementary teachers from the Covington 
City schools participated in the workshop for beginning school li- 
braricns held at the University of Kentucky. This year, the Coving- 
ton system employed its first full-time elementary school librarian. 
It was Miss Young’s demonstrated enthusiasm for centralized library 
service which led the editor to ask her to coauthor this review. 
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variations in viewpoints and practices which have been re- 
lated. Of equal importance is the recognition that this is 
in no sense a basic guide which cites the way to develop 
library services, but rather it is an account of many interest- 
ing and profitable experiences which should serve as inspira- 
tion to both the initiated and uninitiated. Naturally, agree- 
ments are expressed by the numerous authors, but there is 
also evidence of conflicting opinions which necessitate the 
reader making choices regarding practices suitable to his 
own situation. 

Because of the modest tone and the obvious restraint with 
which the articles were written, we feel that this volume is 
especially fitted to be helpful as advancement is made in the 
development of centralized elementary libraries. This pro- 
motes a genuine sharing of ideas and experiences which is 
usually hard to achieve outside a discussion group where mu- 
tual good-will is the prevailing note. There is great strength 
in the fact that, no matter what aspect of the library is 
being discussed, there is a tendency for a good view of a 
total library situation to be given. 

Unity is achieved by the concept of the centralized library 
as a means to better educational experiences for children. 
A factor which gives the book charm is the individuality 
found in the multiple authorship. Together they have ex- 
pressed and demonstrated a faith that any school, where un- 
derstanding and cooperation exist, can establish and promote 
vital services from a centralized library. 

In interpreting what is read, each reader is influenced by 
his own previous experiences. Because of this fact, the im- 
pressions which we received may not be entirely the same as 
those of many other readers. For the same reason, the im- 
plications which we draw may or may not be shared by all 
others. We are confident, however, that all will agree the 
book compels interest. 

Throughout the accounts, clear evidence is given that co- 
operative leadership and planning, which inciude the entire 
school staff, .are essential to the development of effective 
library service. We feel this strongly implies a changed plan 
of training for teachers and librarians who are to serve in 
elementary schools. Training for teachers must include op- 
portunities for a more extensive knowledge of library ma- 
terials and a deeper understanding of the ways these ma- 
terials can be utilized in realizing the objectives of the edu- 
cational program. If librarians are to make the maximum 
contribution, training for this specialized assignment must 
include increased opportunities for a deeper understanding 
of the aims and objectives of the elementary school and an 
increased knowledge of its curiculum. 

In-service training must be established for entire elemen- 
tary school staffs in order that an increasing degree of cc- 
operative leadership and planning for improved elementary 
libraries can be achieved. This training should broaden views 
of the role of the centralized elementary school library and 
increase the effectiveness with which children are guided 
in its use. 

We feel that the following implication is equally im- 
portant. On the basis of the experience of people whose 
schools are being served by centralized libraries, it becomes 
evident that others who desire the most effective total school 
program must now accept the concept of a centralized library 
as an integral part of their total program. Along with the 
acceptance of this concept must go a determination to begin 
moving toward the achievement of quality library service, A 
willingness to make mistakes is necessary, if sound progress 
is to be made. 

Just as this work was produced by a pooling of the ex- 
periences and the viewpoints of many persons engaged in 
many phases of school work, so it is a book for consumption 
on as broad a basis. Its message should challenge the think- 
ing of librarians, school administrators, teachers in elemen- 


tary schools, and teachers in college; in fact, everyone who 
is concerned with enriched opportunities for boys and girls 
should find in it much food for thought. Read it and see if 
you can possibly think of centralized elementary library pro- 
grams as you did yesterday. 


Miss Hazelle Anderson, as Chairman of the AASL Committee 
on Elementary Libraries, was asked to cite some implications the 
new yearbook might have for the work of her committee. Her 
comments follow. 


It is significant and timely that the National Elementary 
School Principals should have chosen elementary school li- 
braries as the subject of their 30th Yearbook. This publica- 
tion is a declaration of the intent of the Principals to build 
an educational program which “extends beyond the textbook 
and classroom.” As a means of instituting this type of pro- 
gram they are pointing up the need for libraries to provide 
the materials. 

Although many of our leading educators have known for 
years that if children are to develop to their fullest capa- 
cities, they must be provided with an educational environ- 
ment that has broad horizons, there is not a general aware- 
ness of the need for such a curriculum. The Yearbook is only 
an indication of what some educators are thinking. However, 
it does provide a media with which we can alert many peo- 
ple. The book should be publicized and discussed widely. The 
success of this promotional program depends not only on the 
A.A.S.L. Committee for Elementary School Libraries and 
the State Elementary School Library Committees, but on 
every librarian who is interested in children. 

The next step takes us into the planning stage. The Com- 
mittee for Elementary School Libraries is in the process of 
preparing a leaflet which will re-emphasize the value of li- 
brary service to elementary schools and point toward the 
planning stage. No date has been set for the publication of 
this leafiet, but it should appear early in 1952. 

Right now let us recognize the go-ahead signal of the 
Principals in its full implication. Let us publicize, discuss, 
interpret, implement! 


HENNE, FRANCES, ERSTED, RUTH, AND LOHRER, ALICE 
PLANNING GUIDE FOR THE HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 
PROGRAM. Chicago, American Library Association, 1951 440p. 
$2 pa. : 

Reviewed by: 
Doris Cole, Massena Public Schools, 
Massena, New York. 


One of the greatest problems that faces the school librarian 
is that of evaluation, of measuring exactly what the library 
is accomplishing and how satisfactorily it is being done. 
Various measuring sticks have been devised, of varying de- 
grees of accuracy, This new one, 4 Planning Guide for the 
High School Library Program, is one of the best. 

The authors say that it is a “blueprint for gathering and 
evaluating the information needed to construct a library 
planning program.” It is chiefly in this continued emphasis 
throughout the book on the planning of a future program 
that this guide differs from earlier ones. Because of this em- 
phasis, the broad aspects of library service receive the most 
attention. For instance, the evaluation starts, as any evalua- 
tion should, with a definition of objectives—not just of the 
library—but of the whole school. All procedures are meas- 
ured against these broad objectives and are called more or 
less worthwhile to the extent to which they contribute to 
them. As an example, circulation figures of themselves re- 
ceive no weight, but are counted as contributing to the meas- 
urement of the library program only as they are broken 
down into meaningful figures, such as the per capita circu- 
lation by grade. 

The checklists and questionnaires are classified under 
these large headings: background information; activities and 








services for students; activities and serviccs for teachers; 
general use of the library (attendance, circulation, etc) ; 
staff; materials collection; budget; and quarters and equip- 
ment. The authors do not say that this arrangement is in 
order of importance, but I could not help but feel that a 
definite attempt had been made to put “first things first.” 
Far too many administrators pride themselves on their fine 
library rooms and equipment without ever checking up on 
the services rendered. 

Within each of these categories there are checklists and 
questions which will give the person filling them out a 
general over-all picture of what the library is accomplishing. 
One fine feature of the guide is that in all cases where the 
A.L.A. or one of the regional accrediting associations has set 
up standards for the-item under consideration, the standards 
are printed next to the checklist. 

The last chapter is given over to summary tables in which 
alt the data arrived at throughout the book are brought to- 
gether. As the authors say, these pages when filled out pro- 
vide a profile of the work of the library in all its various 
phases. 1 

“The next to the last chapter offers a chance to reevaluate 
the objectives of the library, and then provides a half dozen 
tantalizingly blank pages whereon one can work out a five 
year plan for improving his own library services. After 
checking the tables in the preceding chapters, 1 found those 
blank pages more challenging and more thought provoking 
than any number of ready-made programs might have been. 
It sounds queer to say that one of the best features of the 
book is the amount of blank space in it, but it is true. All 
the way through margins are wide, and there is plenty of 
room to jot down notes and comments as one works along. 

Pages are slightly perforated so that anyone who prefers 
to remove them and work by the looseleaf method can easily 
do so. The drawback to this method would be that in many 
cases the beginning of one chapter is printed on the back of 
the last page of the preceding one. For instance, a person 
who wished to take out the section on budget to work on 
it as a unit would be sacrificing the last page of the section on 
classroom collections. If the perforated page has any value, 
it is negated by this page arrangement. The perforations 
are small, and there does not seem to be any danger that 
the pages will tear out accidentally. 

A more justifiable criticism of the book may be in its 
lack of objectivity. In a great many cases the questions 
are “How effective is ”. “To what extent does , 
“How good is...’ The answers, of course, will depend on 
the person who is doing the answering and on his idea of 
what is effective, what is good, and what should be the ex- 
tent. 


” 


It is to the author’s credit that they have tried in nearly 
every such case to supplement the subjective question with an 
explanatory paragraph which will make the qualitative an- 
swer mean something. But it all bears out the fact that 
for all our talk about “library science”, a great deal of our 
work, and the most important part of it at that, is not science 
at all, but art. 

Librarians who are familiar with the Evaluative Criteria 
of the Cooperative Study of Secondary School Standards will 
miss the norms and the ‘“‘thermometers” of that study. The 
Planning Guide does not attempt to measure the library 
against anything except the standards set up by the states 
and by the regional associations and against the library's 
own objectives. It offers no opportunity for a librarian to 
say “we are ahead of average here” with the unspoken cor- 
ollary, “so we can just sit back and do nothing”. It says in- 
stead, ‘“This is important. We are not doing it satisfactorily. 
We must work it into our plan.” 

Another minor imperfection in this gem of a book is the 
occasional dogmatic tone it takes. For example, these quotes 


“The library policy should be against fines for overdue 
books.” “An accession book is not desirable.” “The use ot 
(borrowers’) cards is not recommended.” Since it does not 
say who is doing the not recommending or why, we can only 
assume that is the three authors. Personally, we have heard 
good cases made for both sides of these three particular ques- 
tions. But these are minor points of technique. On the big 
fundamental issues of philosophy and of ideals of service 
there can be no quarrel, 

By far the greatest value of the book lies in its wealth ot 
suggestion. Anyone just reading it cannot help but broaden 
his ideas of what constitutes good library service. And the 
more one works in it, the more he will know, not only about 
his own library, but also about library work in general. 

Now I must close this review, for I can not wait any 
longer to get to work with the Planning Guide, with my 
administrator and my teachers, evaluating our library and 
working out our five year program. 

SCHOOL LIBRARIES PRESENT 
PUBLIC RELATIONS TELECASTS 
Marguerite Kirk, Director, Department of Libraries, Visual 
Aids and Radio, Newark Board of Education, Newark, 
New Jersey. 

The Department of Libraries, Visual Aids and Radio of 
the Newark, New Jersey Public Schools has just completed 
its fortieth consecutive thirty-minute telecast in the series 
REPORT TO PARENTS. Through this series parents of 
Newark school children make weekly visits to their schools 
simply by tuning in their local television station, WATV. 
REPORT TO PARENTS features pupils and teachers in 
their normal school day environment—the classroom. For 
each lesson taught, the instructional materials typical to 
that class are added to the studio classroom so that viewers 
see how globes, films, library books, blackboard demonstra- 
tions, maps, museum objects, recordings and other instruc- 
tional materials supplement the textbook. Vo date, lessons 
in the series have ranged from first grade to adult school ; 
from solid geometry to spelling; from art to business ma- 
chines; from arithmetic to corrective exercises. 

The Newark school libraries have always enjoyed fine co- 
operation from the Public Library and Museum (in Novem- 
ber a telecast was devoted to the Boys’ and Girls’ Book Fair 
- a project sponsored by the Newark Public Library and 
Newark Museum) and this has continued in their 
television activities. During the summer months, the New- 
ark Museum presented the subject matter for REPORT TO 
PARENTS and now they are working closely with the 
Department of Libraries, Visual Aids and Radio in present- 
ing a weekly SCIENCE LESSON telecast. 

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 

Appointments to the nominating committee are now com- 
plete. Because it is so important that members of the en- 
larged Board provided in the new constitution be chosen 
after a careful survey of available leadership, the President 
took the liberty of appointing seven members instead of the 
three required in the new constitution. Members appointed 
since the publication of the September newsletter are: Mrs. 
Ada Wing Montgomery, Centralia, Washington; Miss 
Dorothy Annable, Classical High School, Salem, Mass. ; 
and Miss Maude Minster of Altoona, Pa. Miss Elizabeth 
O. Williams, Acting Head Supervisor, Library and Text- 
book Section, Los Angeles City Board of Education, is 
Chairman. Members previously announced are: Miss Bea- 
trice Chace, Hudson, New York, Miss Margaret Rufsvold, 
Indiana University, and Miss Mildred Krohn of East Tech- 
nical High School, Cleveland. 

A new constitution committee will shortly be appointed, 
to receive and make recommendations on several proposals 
for changes in the constitution which have been suggested 
since its adoption last July. 
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE PROFESSIONAL 
EDUCATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 


The Board of Education for Librarianship last spring 
appointed a subcommittee to prepare a statement of stand- 
ards for undergraduate departments in teacher’s colleges 
training for school librarianship. This task was undertaken 
at the request of the American Association of Colleges for 
Teacher Education which is working out new evaluation 
procedures for its member institutions. 

The Board of Education for Librarianship provided funds 
to pay expenses of subcommittee members at a two-day work 
session held in Atlanta on November 12th and 13th. Pres- 
ent were: Miss Anita Hostetter, Secretary of the BEL, Mrs. 
Florinell Morton, Chairman of the BEL, Miss Nancy Jane 
Day, representing the state school library supervisors, Miss 
Mary Gaver, representing teacher training institutions, and 
Miss Laura Martin, representing the AASL, The original 
draft was prepared last spring by Miss Gaver and Mrs. 
Spain, then submitted to the other members for comment 
and criticism. The resulting document was discussed at the 


' 


University of Chicago Graduate Library School’s workshop 
last August. (See Sept. AASL Newsletter). In Atlanta, the 
subcommittee reexamined the statements on the basis of criti- 
cisms made at the workshop, and individual reactions to 
these, as previously sent by each committee member, to each 
committee member. The document was next sent to mem- 
bers of the BEL, members of the AASL Board, state school 
library supervisors, and other leaders in the profession, for 
criticism. It is hoped that these standards can be approved 
by the Board of Education for Librarianship at their mid- 
winter meeting. They will then go to the AACTE for final 
action and adoption, 

The AACTE is holding its annual meeting in Chicago 
on February 21-23, and the Saturday morning sessions will 
be devoted to discussion of the standards submitted by special 
groups. Mrs. Morton will serve as chairman of the library 
panel, with Miss Hostetter, Miss Martin and Mr. Nichol- 
son of Kent State University participating. 





In concluding his article on Novels for the Adolescent in the English Journal of September 1951, Dwight L. Burton says: 
“The good novel for the adolescent reader has attributes no different from any good novel. It must be technically masterful 
and. it must present a significant synthesis of human experience. Because of the nature of adolescence itself, the good novel 
for the adolescent should be full in true invention and imagination. It must free itself of Pollyannism or the Tarkington-Henry 
Aldrich-Corliss Archer tradition and maintain a clear vision of the adolescent as a person of complexity, individuality, and dig- 
nity. The novel for the adolescent presents a ready field for the mature artist.” 


(Reprinted by permission of the English Journal). 





NEWBERY-CALDECOTT MEDAL VOTES 


The boxed ballot herewith presented takes the place of 
the postcards sent in former years to each member of the 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young People. The 
same type of ballot is being used in Top of the News. 

Mrs. Herr of CLA wrote last fall to say that sending 
return postcards to each member of AASL would cost about 
$125, and since, according to her report, just fifty-three 
AASL members returned the postcards, this seems a rather 
expensive procedure per vote. AASL has five members on 
the Medals committee, whose votes do count on the final 
choices, but member votes are, it will be remembered, ad- 


visory only, and carry no actual weight. Mrs. Herr is cordial 
in her invitation to AASL members to take an active part 
in selection of the medals books, and since balloting begins 
in January, all members are urged either to send in the bal- 
lot, or to write directly to our members on the committee.— 
Miss Evelyn Hill of Mark Twain Elementary School, Long 
Beach, California, Miss Ida Gould of Olean, New York, 
Mrs. Mabel Sacra of Mann Junior High School, Denver, 
Miss Ella Warren of Henry B. Manley Junior High School, 


Louisville, and Miss Josephine Dillon of Hazeldell Elemen- 
tary School, Cleveland. 





Artist 


My nomination for the CALDECOTT MEDAL for 1951 is: 





Book 





My nomination for the 


Author 


NEWBERY MEDAL for 1951 is: 





Book 




















LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CARDS 
FOR FILMS AND FILMSTRIPS 
From the Audio-Visual Committee, 
Ira J. Peskind, Chairman: 

Recent news of importance to catalogers and librarians 
with audio-visual collections, is the announcement by the 
Library of Congress of the availability of printed cards for 
motion picture films and filmstrips. The problem of how 
to make known to teachers, students, and others the films 
and filmstrips that are available for use has been plaguing 
school librarians for years. The new Library of Congress 
program will provide an excellent service by eliminating the 
need for arbitrary or fragmentary cataloging or the most 
usual practice, not cataloging these special materials at all. 

The printed cards will be similar in format to the L.C. 
printed cards for books. Detailed information about films 
will include such desirable items as running time, subjects 
covered, grade level, summary of the contents, etc. A typ- 
ical set of cards will consist of a main entry card for iden- 
tification by title, subject cards with the subject headings 
overprinted on the cards, added entries for producers, author, 
and others, and two additional cards without overprinted 
headings for shelf lists, special files or other purposes. 

School librarians with audio-visual responsibilities will 
find these new Library of Congress cards of great value. 
The card catalog of the school library can now easily con- 
tain detailed information about motion picture films which 
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are available for rental as well as catalog descriptions of 
filmstrips which the school owns. 

Further information may be obtained by writing the Card 
Division, Library of Congress, Washington 25, D.C. 


The Kansas Association of School Librarians reports a fine 
meeting in Salina on November first and second, at which 
a panel discussion devoted to the School Librarian and her 
Tools, was held. Participants included an Educational Diag- 
nostician as well as several school librarians. 

Recommendations for changes in the AASL constitution 
made at the meeting are being sent to AASL Board members, 
and will be submitted to he Constitution Committee for 
study and recommendation to the membership. 


Ralph A. Fritz, Director of Library Education at Kutz- 
town, Pa., has sent the newsletter the following announce- 
ment: ““The Seventh Annual Eastern Pennsylvania School 
Library Conference will be held at StateTeachers College, 
Kutztown, Pennsylvania, on March 28 and 29.” 


in the U. S. Office of Education, (Washington 25, D.C.) 
writes that the list “Books to help build international under- 
standing” has been revised to July, 1951, and is available for 
distribution from her office. Also available are reprints of 
her article from School Life of April 1950, ‘““The Elementary 
School Library in Today’s Educational Scene.” 


By Sturgis 
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